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Fall 2021 

BEACON 
A Newsletter for United Methodist Women of the Big Waters District 

 

The Purpose of United Methodist Women 
United Methodist women shall be a community of women whose Purpose is to know 
God and to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ, to develop a 
creative, supportive fellowship and to expand concepts of mission through 
participation in the global ministries of the church. 

                
 

BIG WATERS DISTRICT  

FALL GATHERING 

“Behind The Headlines:  

Stories from Brooklyn Center” 
 

Saturday, September 18th, 2021 
First UMC of the St. Cloud Region 

1107 Pine Cone Road S., Sartell, MN 56377 
 

8:00 am Registration, Muffins with Emma & Resource Browsing 
9:00 Opening Worship ~ 2:30 On your way home! 

 

Guest Speaker  ~  Rev. Rich Zeck/Rev. Henry Dolopei 
Pastors of Brooklyn United Methodist Church, Brooklyn Center, MN 

 
On April 11, 2021, Brooklyn Center became known nationwide after a police officer killed 20-
year-old Daunte Wright, a black man, during a traffic stop. Following the shooting, mass 
demonstrations took place within the city, primarily at the Brooklyn Center Police Department 
building. Brooklyn Center United Methodist Church is located just a few blocks from the police 
department. Revs. Rich Zeck and Henry Dolopei, who serve Brooklyn UMC, ministered to hurt 
and angry congregation and community members and helped residents whose lives and 
businesses had been impacted by the response to the officer-involved shooting.  Join us as we hear the stories 
and experiences of those directly involved.  See page 2 for further  information.
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Big Waters Fall Gathering ~ September 18th 
“Behind the Headlines: Stories from 

Brooklyn Center” 
 On April 11, 2021, Daunte Wright, a 20-year-old 
biracial Black man, was fatally shot by police officer 
Kimberly Potter during a traffic stop and attempted 
arrest for an outstanding arrest warrant in Brooklyn 
Center, MN. After a brief struggle with officers, 
Wright was shot at close range. He then drove off a 
short distance, but his vehicle collided with another 
and hit a concrete barrier. Officers pulled Wright out 
of his car and administered CPR but were 
unsuccessful. He was pronounced dead at the scene. 

The shooting sparked protests in Brooklyn Center, 
primarily at the Brooklyn Center Police Department 
building.  Brooklyn UMC is located just a few block 
from the police department.  Pastor Rich Zeck lives 
nearby.  The following is from an article posted on 
the MN Conference UMC Website on April 15, 2021. 

I get asked a lot how are we doing,” Zeck said 
Wednesday. “The honest answer is not well. 
Our very souls are hurting...We are in pain, 
angry, sad, and exhausted because our 
people are hurting and the need is so great 
and constant.” 
 
What Zeck especially wants people to know 
right now: “This is not the first or last time we 
will deal with a senseless death in our 
community…We have been dealing with the 
issues that led to this killing of another young 
black man for decades: poverty, 
unemployment, anti-immigrant hate, racial 
tensions, systemic racism, under-
employment, housing, evictions, COVID 
health care, lack of vaccine distribution, 
police reform, racial profiling, food deserts, 
lack of health care.” 
 
Right now, Zeck feels God is calling him to 
help his people survive while knowing some 
will not. He also knows this: “Once we have a 
chance to mourn the loss of one of our young 
men and wipe the tear gas from our eyes and 
clean up our streets, God promises to walk 
with us as we face the anger and the pain and  

the hurt and the hunger, and the loss of 
home and health, the devastating and deadly 
effects of systemic racism… and attempt to 
build the church in a place filled with so many 
wonderful people made in the image of their 
God.” 

 
We watched the news and saw the headlines, but 
what are the real experiences of those directly 
involved?  What is it like to constantly live with these 
issues?  What has or hasn’t changed since April?  The 
first step to change is to listen.  Members of BUMC 
will be sharing their stories by video and either 
Pastor Rich Zeck or Pastor Henry Dolopei will be 
sharing their experience in person.  After we listen 
and start to learn, we can ask “What can I do to make 
a change in our world?” 
 

Fall Gathering & “Hands-on” Offerings 
Brooklyn UMC Community Relief Fund 

and Food Pantry 
 
Half of our offering at the Fall 
Gathering will be given to Brooklyn 
UMC to support their Community 
Relief Fund and Food Pantry.  The 

disruption of a community is experienced for a long 
time and continues even now. 
 
The Community Needs Fund assists local residents 
and business owners as they recover from recent 
losses. Money will be used for everything from 
restocking shelves of local businesses to fixing 
windows and doors to helping those who are unable 
to go to work or have had to relocate.  
 
The Food Pantry Fund provides basic items to 
residents of Brooklyn Center.  Brooklyn Center is a 
food desert even in the best of times 
 
Our Fall Gathering “hands-on offering” will be items 
for the Food Pantry.  The Food Pantry can use any 
non-perishable items such as rice, tomatoes, mac & 
cheese, oil.  If you have an African Market in your 
area, you can purchase staples (including gari, black 
eyed peas, red oil, fufu, and dried milk). Thank you 
for your generosity in supporting these programs!  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arrest_warrant
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Daunte_Wright_protests
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BIG WATERS DISTRICT FALL GATHERING 
Theme ~ Behind The Headlines: Stories from Brooklyn Center 

Guest Speaker ~ Rev. Rich Zeck/Rev. Henry Dolopei 
Pastors of Brooklyn United Methodist Church, Brooklyn Center, MN 

 
Saturday, September 18th, 2021 

First United Methodist Church of the St. Cloud Region 
1107 Pine Cone Road S., Sartell, MN 56377 

 
8:00 am Registration, Muffins with Emma & Resource Browsing 

9:00 Opening Worship ~ 2:30 On your way home! 
 
 

REGISTRATION FORM 
 
 
UMW UNIT             
 
CITY              
 
NAME OF PERSON SUBMITTING FORM        
 
EMAIL OF PERSON SUBMITTING FORM        
 
How many will be attending?    Please send a list of names! 
 
Any special needs, including dietary         
 
I need child care: ____Yes____No     Ages of Children      

 
____Group registration payment enclosed (one check) 
 
____Individual registration payments enclosed 
 
Cost:  $10.00 per person/$11.00 walk-ins    Number attending_____ x $10.00 = ______ 
 
 
Please make checks payable to Big Waters UMW and mail to: 
Linda Kotschevar 
109 3rd Ave. N. 
Waite Park, MN 56387 
320-252-3827     jlkotsch2@gmail.com  
 

 
REGISTRATION DEADLINE IS FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 10TH 
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From Your Big Waters 
President 

Joyce Stobb, District President  
 

Greetings to each and everyone of you! My blessings 
to you and I am praying this finds you happy, healthy 
and filled with God’s peace. 
 
We were able to hold our Executive Team meeting in 
July in person and it was a wonderful feeling to  once 
again see everyone and have a meeting together 
around a table. 
 
September 18th we will be having our District Fall 
Gathering and annual meeting.  I am praying you will 
consider attending and enjoy being able to see and 
visit with many of your fellow  UM women that you 
have been unable to see for over a year.  Myrna 
Kuehl, our Program Coordinator, has been working 
hard to put together a program and meeting.  There 
is all the needed information about this in this 
newsletter. 
 
Big Waters District is host this year for the Minnesota 
Conference Annual Gathering.  I hope you will be 
able to attend this and also be able to help in any way 
that is necessary.  This will be held at Anoka UMC on 
October 2nd. 
 
This will be my last newsletter article as your 
president.  I have enjoyed the opportunity to serve 
you and tried to do a good job but have fallen short 
may times.  God’s grace and forgiveness have carried 
me through the past four years.  Thank you for letting 
me fill this position. See you September 18th at St. 
Cloud First UMC! 
 

Special thanks to Joyce for servicing as our 

District President for the past four years! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Ode to the Church Meeting” 
Submitted by Peggy Crooms 

By John Janzen  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
A joy to join the church again 
As covid seems to reach an end 
The songs and prayers and voices blend 
While we this isolation rend 
 
The gathered church can't be compared 
To video - zoom meeting chaired 
No toothbrush, hairbrush, clothing spared 
For church on Sunday, we're prepared 
 
I've never readied with such haste 
To see my friends and get a taste 
Of fellowship and sweetest grace 
Received in worship face to face 
 
And don't you think it's swell of God 
To make us miss those we find odd 
Who used to get a passing nod 
We talk to now without a prod 
 
Those empty halls again will ring 
With every precious promised thing 
To pray and preach, to give and sing 
For us these days means everything 
 
And could it be in this our joy 
That tender hearts would now employ 
Their love for those they would annoy? 
The unforgiving thought destroy? 
 
Lord, may it be that we not tire 
In this our earnest heart's desire 
No apathy to quench the fire 
But Jesus Christ the Lord raised higher 
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Social Action Update 

Ruth Pfaller, Social Action  
Mission Coordinator 

 

Hope everyone is enjoying 

their summer! Thanks to all 

who have taken actions this 

summer toward our social 

action goals of climate justice 

and prevention of mass 

incarceration and criminalization of communities of 

color. If you haven’t, maybe you haven’t thought of 

all the ways to make that happen. Protesting or 

writing letters to congress not your thing? Well, 

there are many ways to take action. Educating 

ourselves on issues is a good start. For instance, the 

Mission U book Pushout was an eye-opening look at 

how the system criminalizes Black girls in schools. 

Climate Justice by Mary Robinson is another book 

that shares inspiring stories and offers lessons on a 

path forward. There are many books, podcasts, and 

educational resources out there that are readily 

available. No time for reading? Try downloading and 

listening to books in the car or while you’re doing 

other things. I download audio books for free from 

my local library.  Another way to take long term 

action is to pass our values down to children. Talk to 

the children in your lives about these issues and 

show them what you are doing to make the world a 

better place for them in the future.  

 

The Joint Religious Legislative Coalition (JRLC) 
recently sent a summary of the positive legislative 
actions that took place this session in the areas of 
housing, Minnesota Family Investment Program 
(MFIP), Child Care Assistance Program (CCAP), fees 
and fines for low-income Minnesotans, and driver’s 
license suspension reform. Please check out their 
website for the details https://jrlc.org. Much thanks 
to the JRLC folks who made it so easy for us to talk 
with our legislators through Zoom. If you have not 
participated in their Day on the Hill activities, I 
encourage you to do so next year. The date will be 
Tuesday, March 15th. Put it on your calendar now! 
 

Reconciliation with Creation  

Carolyn Garven, Education & Interpretation 
Mission Coordinator  

 
The United Methodist Church has long affirmed our 
individual and collective responsibility to address the 
unfolding climate crisis.  We are called by our faith, 
informed by science and led by our relationships 
with impacted communities to respond with 
renewed urgency.  As we answer this call, we are 
reminded that God has asked us to take care of 
creation and be good stewards of natural resources 
(Genesis 2:15).  
 
Recognizing that the climate crisis is a global 
challenge that requires global solutions, we are open 
to working with ecumenical partners in this 
endeavor.  As United Methodists, we will continue to 
preach, teach, advocate, and witness for climate 
action globally.  And we understand that we must do 
more.  Recognizing our connection to and complicity 
in systems of oppression and exploitation, we 
commit to new ways of ministry that better embody 
God's vision of justice for God's people and  planet! 
 
Taken from "Our Climate Commitment to Net-Zero 
Emissions" 4/16/21.   
 
 

In June Minnesota United Methodist Women attended 
the Treaty People Gathering  in northern Minnesota  to 
stand against the Enbridge Line 3 tar sands pipeline. 

 
 

 

https://jrlc.org/
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Program Resources Info 
Mary Wiegand, Resource Manager 

 
The Reading Program is a cherished United 
Methodist Women tradition that brings together 
members in mission as they explore, share, and 
discuss the books.  Books are divided into 5 
categories and are available for people of all ages 
and reading levels.  Copies of the 2021 – 2022 
Reading Program Book List will be available at the Big 
Waters Fall Gathering, September 18. Yes, this book 
list is for 2 years; the list lasts thru December 
2022.  Obtain books at your local library, or purchase 
from Amazon, Kindle, or Barnes & Noble. 
 
When your church members have completed the 
reading for Level I, II, III, or IV send a list of 
participants and their level accomplished to Mary 
Wiegand, 93900 Twilight Lane, Moose Lake MN 
55767.  Completion certificates for 2021 will be 
presented to participants at the Spring Gathering in 
2022.  Please submit by April 1, 2022. 
 

There‘s No Time Like This! 
Peggy Crooms, Committee on  

Nominations Chair 
 
As we come out of the 
pandemic we need to rally 
around our churches and 
our organizations, and we 
need you! 
 

The Big Waters District Executive Team is looking for 
women to step up and say, “yes, I will take a position 
on the team!” Please ladies, pray about taking a 
position on the team. Local presidents if you know of 
anyone please encourage them. Nominations Team 
Contacts are: 

• Peggy Crooms (Chair) 320-429-2131 
peggyc12@hotmail.com 

• Audrey Bowe 320-982-1280  

• Patience Gall 763-420-4063 
bpgall@comcast.net  

• Kathy Hulsebus 918-407-0253 
jkhulsebus@gmail.com  

Membership Nurture & Outreach  
Vicky Clausen, MN&O Mission Coordinator 

 
Congratulations! The Big 
Waters District had the 
highest number of 2020 
survey responses in the 
state. There was an 
excellent return result from 

all of the districts but we took the gold star. The 
survey results will help National UMW better meet 
the needs and wants of the different facets across 
the organization.  
 
I know we are all looking forward to getting back to 
a somewhat normal routine. The District Fall 
Gatherings will give all of us a chance to reconnect 
during fellowship and worship. We will be able to 
share, in person, how we all struggled and survived 
the past few months of isolation and concern for the 
world. We have much to be thankful for, our health, 
the vaccine, family and friends, our congregations, 
etc. We will worship and pray together expressing 
our gratitude for God’s many blessings. We are a 
connected organization and not being able to do this 
in person has been a struggle for all of us.  
 
Let us be grateful for the blessings we have and 
continue to reach out to those who need our support 
and prayers. Hoping to see many of you at the Fall  
Gathering in September! 
 

mailto:320-429-2131%20peggyc12@hotmail.com
mailto:320-429-2131%20peggyc12@hotmail.com
mailto:763-420-4063%20bpgall@comcast.net
mailto:763-420-4063%20bpgall@comcast.net
mailto:jkhulsebus@gmail.com
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Financial Update 
Diane Bublitz, Treasurer 

 
Now that we have passed mid-summer and are starting to think about resuming “normal or some semblance of 
normal” UMW activities, it is time to take stock of the how we are doing as the Big Waters District UMW in 
meeting our Mission Giving goals. As of the end of July this is where we are in meeting our goals:  

• Mission Giving – Goal $47,500 Actual $10,720.83  22.6% 

• Emma Norton – Goal $6,800  Actual $ 1,980.00  29.1% 
At this time last year $11,680 had been received for Mission Giving and $3,375 for Emma Norton.  These have 
been and are challenging times but we are creative women on a mission to “turn faith, hope and love into action 
on behalf of women, children and youth around the world” through the sharing of our resources.  So let’s get 
busy raising the funds needed to meet our Mission Giving goals.  Last year we exceeded these goals with 
$53,487.26 of Mission Giving and $7,360 contributed to Emma Norton.  
 
In late September I will be mailing a mission giving report to each unit’s treasurer to encourage the achievement 
of Five Star status and ensure that my records agree with yours.  To qualify for Five Star status the unit must give 
to: Pledge to Mission, Special Mission Recognition, Gift to Mission, Gift in Memory, and World Thank Offering.  
The minimum contribution for each category is $5.00 except for Special Mission Recognition which requires a 
contribution of $40.00 per pin.  Don’t know who you want to recognize yet?  Send in the Special Mission 
Recognition Form and money now i.e. “order & pay now, pick later.”  The pins are a great way to recognize people 
in the congregation that are doing God’s work in so many different ways.  Unfortunately, starting this year we will 
no longer receive certificates with the pins.  The other large category is “Mission Giving Plus”.  Included in this 
grouping are important missions such as Emma Norton Services, UMCOR, Mission u and Mission u scholarships, 
Prayer & Self Denial and many other worthy charities.     
 
Note:  To have your contributions counted as 2021 giving, I need to receive them by December 12, 2021.   
If I can be of help, please contact me- Diane Bublitz, dmbublitz@q.com, 320-259-1939, 1514 Aspen Lane, St. 
Cloud, MN 56303.   
 

➢ Did you know? This little symbol  at the end of response magazine articles indicates a program or project 

that is supported in part by Mission Giving. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Our program will include information on Harvest Nation, a project of the Bois Forte Chippewa reservation in far 
northeastern Minnesota. Denise Pieratos and her daughter Dani will share information on their aeroponics 
project and how it is providing healthy food for those on reservations. Bishop Bard our interim Bishop will be 
leading us in worship. Join us from 8:30am-3:30pm for fellowship, exciting Emma Norton updates, racial justice 
issues and more.  Register online at https://forms.gle/JVGLMQtRF6YWdgAH6 or check the upcoming Fresh 
Connection for a mail-in registration form. 

https://forms.gle/JVGLMQtRF6YWdgAH6
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Emma Norton News 
Emma Norton 
Residence is a busy 
place these days, with 
more fully vaccinated 

staff returning to work in person, and lots of new 
residents moving in! With so many new intakes, 
we’re in urgent need of Move-In Totes and Welcome 
Baskets! There are lots of ways you can help with 
this—you can fund a Welcome Basket by donating 
$100 here, or you can shop for us through 
RightGift here, and have your donation shipped right 
to us. You could also organize a volunteer event to 
shop and assemble Welcome Baskets & Move-In 
Totes using our wish list guide here! 
 
If you’re planning a garage sale, why not donate a 
portion of the proceeds to Emma Norton? Or, you 
could print this handy flyer we made and tape it to a 
donation jar for any event you are having—from 
birthday bash to bake sale! Need more ideas or want 
to invite a speaker to your next gathering? Please 
contact Advancement Director Shawna Nelsen-Wills 
at snelson@emmanorton.org.  

In 2022 we will reflect on today’s challenges and 
together find comfort and strength to move 
forward, building new ways for faith-filled women 
to make a difference in our communities and the 
world. We will recommit to our purpose, but also 
more.  
 
For such a time as this we will TURN IT UP! 
TURN IT UP! for spiritual healing and renewal 
TURN IT UP! for rebirth in a new time 
TURN IT UP! for women leaders 
TURN IT UP! for justice for women, children and 
youth 
 
Come to Orlando to care for your spirit, worship 
with your sisters and celebrate the positive impact 
women create in the world. For more information 
check the fall Fresh Connection and visit

 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION FOR 2021 BIG WATERS DISTRICT OFFICERS 

 
President -  Joyce Stobb - 12846 100th St, Milaca, MN 56353 - 320-369-4259 - joyce.stobb@gmail.com 
Program Coordinator - Myrna Kuehl - 1120 104th Ave NE, Blaine 55434 - 763-784-2588 - myrnakuehl@comcast.net  
Secretary - Karen Strobel - 811 S 6th St, Brainerd, MN 56041 - 218-829-0958 - fritz-1234@charter.net 
Treasurer -  Diane Bublitz - 1514 Aspen Lane, St. Cloud, MN 56303 - 320-259-1939 - dmbublitz@q.com 
Nominations Chair - Peggy Crooms - 505 4th Ave SE, Milaca, MN 56353 - 320-429-2131 - peggyc12@hotmail.com 
Mission Coordinators: 
 Spiritual Growth -  
 Membership Nurture & Outreach - Vicki Clausen - 939 Cypress Rd #21, St. Cloud, MN 56303 - 320-230-6460 
 vlcmaisel@gmail.com 
 Education & Interpretation - Carolyn Garven - 624 Riverside Dr NE, St. Cloud, Mn 56304 - 320-252-7737 
 cjgarven@charter.net 
 Social Action - Ruth Pfaller - 3631 Hillside Dr, Barnum, MN 55707 - 218-213-1841 - ruthpfaller@gmail.com 
Committee on Nominations:  
 Class of 2021 - Audrey Bowe - 1255 4th Ave NW, Milaca, Mn 56353 - 320-982-1280 
 Class of 2022 - Peggy Crooms - 505 4th Ave SE, Milaca, MN 56353 - 320-429-2131 - peggyc12@hotmail.com 
 Class of 2023 - Patience Gall - 8123 Maple Lane, Maple Grove, MN 55311 - 763-420-4063 - bpgall@comcast.net 
 Class of 2024 –  
Resource Manager - Mary Wiegand - 93900 Twilight Ln, Moose Lake, MN 55767- 218-485-8545 - mwiegand@isd577.org  
Newsletter Editor - Linda Kotschevar - 109 3rd Ave N, Waite Park, MN 56387 - 320-252-3827 - jlkotsch2@gmail.com 
Emma Norton Rep. – Kim Harris, 12012 Cree St, Coon Rapids 55433 - 763-300-5258 - kdharris102189@gmail.com 

https://tracking.etapestry.com/t/41631350/1591191621/78505079/0/53853/?x=769575d9
https://tracking.etapestry.com/t/41631350/1591191621/78505079/0/53853/?x=769575d9
https://tracking.etapestry.com/t/41631350/1591191621/87241986/0/53853/?x=175ec519
https://tracking.etapestry.com/t/41631350/1591191621/87241987/0/53853/?x=12936736
https://tracking.etapestry.com/t/41631350/1591191621/87241988/0/53853/?x=67ceedf6
mailto:snelson@emmanorton.org
mailto:joyce.stobb@gmail.com
mailto:myrnakuehl@comcast.net
mailto:fritz-1234@charter.ne
mailto:dmbublitz@q.com
mailto:peggyc12@hotmail.com
mailto:vlcmaisel@gmail.co
mailto:cjgarven@charter.net
mailto:ruthpfaller@gmail.com
mailto:peggyc12@hotmail.com
mailto:bpgall@comcast.net
mailto:mwiegand@isd577.org
mailto:jlkotsch2@gmail.com
mailto:kdharris102189@gmail.com
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2022 Big Waters District Slate of Officers 

We have some empty positions.  Please prayerfully consider taking one. 
Call or email Peggy Crooms at 320-982-2250 peggyc12@hotmail.com 

 
S 
 
Continuing in Office:  
 
Secretary: Karen Strobel  
2nd  term 1st  year  
811 S. 6th St., Brainerd, 56401 
218-829-0958 fritz-1234@charter.net    
 
Treasurer: Diane Bublitz  
3rd term 2nd year  
1514 Aspen Ln., St. Cloud, 56303 
 320-259-1939 dmbublitz@q.com   
 
Chairperson, Committee on Nominations:  
Class of 2022: Peggy Crooms  
505 4th Ave. SE, Milaca, 56353  
320-982-2250 peggyc12@hotmail.com  
 
Education & Interpretation Coordinator:  
Carolyn Garven  
2nd term 1st year 
 624 Riverside Dr., St. Cloud, 56304 
320-252-7737 cjgarven@charter.net   
 
Social Action Coordinator: Ruth Pfaller  
2nd term 2nd year  
3631 Hillside Dr., Barnum, 55707  
218-213-1841 ruthfaller@gmail.com  
  
Resources Manager: Mary Wiegand 
1st term 2nd year 
93900 Twilight Ln., Moose Lake, 55767 
218-485-8545 
 
Committee on Nominations:  
Class of 2023: Patience Gall 
8123 Maple Lane, Maple Grove, 55311 
763-420-4063 bpgall@comcast.net  
 
 
 

 
 
To be Elected: 
 
President: Myrna Kuehl 
1st term 1st year 
1120 104th Ave. NE, Blaine, 55434 
763-784-2588 myrnakuehl@comcast.net  
 
Spiritual Growth Coordinator: Vicky Clausen  
1st term 1st year  
939 Cypress Rd.-Unit 21, St. Cloud, 56303  
320-230-6460 vlemaisel@gmail.com   
 
Committee on Nominations:  
Class of 2024: Kathy Hulsebus 
1700 Boulder Dr., Sartell, 56377 
918-407-0253 kjhulsebus@gmail.com   
 
Program Coordinator: TBD 
 
Membership Nurture & Outreach Coord:  TBD  
 
Communications Coordinator: TBD 
 
Committee on Nominations/Class of 2025: TBD 
SEMBLY2022.ORG 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:peggyc12@hotmail.com
mailto:fritz-1234@charter.net
mailto:dmbublitz@q.com
mailto:peggyc12@hotmail.com
mailto:cjgarven@charter.net
mailto:ruthfaller@gmail.com
mailto:bpgall@comcast.net
mailto:myrnakuehl@comcast.net
mailto:vlemaisel@gmail.com
mailto:kjhulsebus@gmail.com
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Suggested changes to the Standing Rules as recommended by the 2021 Standing Rules Committee.  
These changes will be voted on by the membership at the Fall Gathering annual meeting. 

Additions are underscored in blue font underscored. 
Deletions appear in red strikeover. 

 
BIG WATERS DISTRICT UMW STANDING RULES 

Revised & Adopted September 19, 2015 
 
 

ARTICLE I – ELECTIONS 
Section 1.  
Elections shall be by acclamation unless more than one name for an office is present, in which case a written ballot shall be required. 
Section 2.   
The Committee on Nominations shall present the slate of nominees to the Executive Committee, and the Communications Coordinator shall present 
them to the local units of the Minnesota Conference Methodist Women through appropriate media at least 30 days prior to the Annual Meeting.  
Officers shall be elected at the Annual Meeting for a two-year term to take office January 1 of the following year, alternating as follows: 
In even-numbered years--Vice-President, Treasurer, Spiritual Growth Mission Coordinator, Education & Interpretation Mission Coordinator, Secretary 
of Program Resources, Communications Coordinator & Chairperson, Committee on Nominations. 
In odd-numbered years--President, Secretary, Membership Nurture &Outreach Mission Coordinator and Social Action Mission Coordinator. 
Section 3.   
For an officer to fill an unexpired term of office, if the time to be served be one year or longer, the period to be served s hall be considered the first 
term, with the privilege of re-election for one additional term in the same office.  If the time to be served be less than one year, it shall not constitute 
a first term. 
Section 4.   
All officers shall be eligible for re-election for one two-year term in the same office.  Tenure on the executive committee for elected leadership shall 
be limited to a total of eight years unless a woman is elected to serve as President. 
Section 5.   
The Representative of Emma Norton Residence should be appointed for a 2-year term to be re-appointed for a second term by the President of the 
District.  This person should have all the privileges of an elected officer. 
Section 6.   
Nominations committee shall consist of six (6) persons elected for a 4-year term.  Two classes with 2 members each and two classes with 1 member 
each.  The chairperson shall have served a minimum of one year on nominations. 
 

ARTICLE II – MEETINGS 
Section 1.   
The Fall Annual meeting date will be set by the Executive Committee.  The voting body of the Annual Meeting shall consist of all attending who are 
members of a local unit of the Big Waters District.  There will also be a Spring District Meeting which will include officer training for local units. 
Section 2.   
The Executive Committee shall meet four times a year. 
Section 3.   
Promotion of programs or studies sponsored by local UMW units may be presented at District meetings in printed form only.  Money raising events 
will not be promoted. 
 

ARTICLE III – FUNDS 
Section 1:   
The District shall make an annual mission pledge to the United Methodist Women national organization through the Minnesota Conference United 
Methodist Women. 
Section 2.   
All District United Methodist Women monies must be handled by duly elected treasurers only since treasurers are bonded. 
Section 3.  Funds for District Administration and Membership Development Fund shall be received by the Treasurer from the Conference Treasurer 
at the beginning of each quarter.  The amount shall have been approved by the Conference Finance Committee. 
Section 4.   
From this Administration and Membership Development Fund, the District shall make the following provisions: 
a.  For all District Executive Committee members upon completion of a term in that office, a basic Special Mission Recognition Pin shall be given. 
b.  Those officers who have already received a Special Mission Recognition Pin a Gift to Mission will be given in their name in the amount of $20. 
c.  For those officers who have completed one year of a term, but are unable to continue, a Gift to Mission in the amount of $10 will be given. 
d.  Upon completion of a four-year term on the Committee on Nominations, a basic Special Mission Recognition Pin shall be given at the current 
rate. 
 
e.  If death occurs to any member of the Executive Committee, an IN REMEMBRANCE of $25 shall be given to the United Methodist Women national 
organization. 
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Section 5.   
In order to protect appropriation, no appeal for funds shall be made to local units, Districts, or Conference by an organization or individual which has 
not been authorized by the Conference Executive Committee or Administrative Committee. 
Section 6.   
The Finance Committee for the current year will decide the proper amount to be spent on programs and speakers during the year. 
Section 7.   
There are no salaries for the United Methodist Women national organization, Jurisdiction, Conference, and District officers.  Their time and talents 
are voluntary just as those of the local officers in the local units.  Since this is the case the expense of any District Officer as speaker to the local unit 
shall be paid by the inviting unit.  Travel rate recommended by the Conference United Methodist Women shall be paid. 

 
ARTICLE IV – EXPENSES OF OFFICERS 

Section 1.   
Each member of the District Executive Committee shall present her expense account using the official voucher.  An approved expense is mileage, 
meals, housing, postage, stationery, promotional material, program materials, necessary telephone calls and other pertinent expense.  Expenses will 
be paid by the District when an officer attends a meeting in its entirety or is excused by the District President.  Reservations for lodging and meals 
for which the District pays will not be made for any person who does not return the reservation form by the designated deadline and except for 
sudden illness or death in the immediate family, persons who cancel after final figures are given to the host group, or who do not honor reservations 
they have made, will be expected to pay for their own reservations. 
Section 2.  
When a District Officer is called in by the Conference Unit, any expense over and above expense paid by the District will be paid by the Conference 
providing she attends the meeting in its entirety or is excused by the Conference President.  District Executive Committee members whose office 
places them on related church Conference Boards shall have their expenses for those meetings paid she will have expenses paid by the Conference. 
Section 3.   
The District shall pay transportation (at set Conference rate) and meals for members of the District Executive Committee to Conference and District 
Meetings. 
Section 4.   
The following expenses will be allowed for elected and appointed officers, including the entire Nominating Committee, to attend the Annual 
Conference meeting and Conference Mission u:    
a.  Any reservation or admission fees. 
b.  Travel by auto or bus fare. 
c.  Meals while traveling and in attendance  
d.  Room charge, when necessary, to attend Annual Meeting and for one session of  Mission u at the basic rate. 
 

ARTICLE V - COMMITTEES 
Section 1.   
The Executive Committee shall be composed of the officers of the District, coordinators and chairpersons;  any person residing within the District 
who is on the Board of the United Methodist Women national organization, Conference UMW,  Jurisdiction UMW, or the World  Federation of 
Methodist Women and the representative of the Emma Norton Residence.  The immediate past president shall remain as an advisory member, with 
vote, for a period of one year following the completion of her term of office with expenses to be paid to Executive Committee meetings and the 
District Annual  
Meeting, to the Conference Annual Meeting and one session of  Mission u. 
Section 2.  
District Standing Rules Committee shall be the President, Secretary, Treasurer, and others appointed from the Executive Committee.  The duty shall 
be to bring before the Executive Committee and the Annual Meeting proposals for revision of the District Standing Rules. 
Section 3.   
Standing Rules shall be reviewed biannually, on even years as needed, following the Annual Conference Meeting when revisions or amendments 
may have changed the Conference UMW Standing Rules. 
Section 4. 
There shall will be a  Conference Mission u each summer.  District Officers are required to attend.  All women of the District are urged to attend. 
 

ARTICLE VI – CORRESPONDENCE 
 
General mailings from each District Officer shall be mailed to the corresponding local officer of each unit in the district and the corresponding 
Conference Officers.  Newsletter and District UMW meeting announcements and other pertinent UMW information shall be sent to the District  
Officers.  District Officers shall receive all minutes and other necessary information concerning our Big Waters District activities.   

 

 
The above rules shall govern the action of the Big Waters District as long as they are in harmony with the Constitution and 
By-laws of the United Methodist Women national organization and are in harmony with the Standing  Rules of the 
Minnesota Conference United Methodist Wome 
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Big Waters United Methodist Women         
First UMC of the St. Cloud Region 
1107 Pine Cone Road South 
Sartell, MN 56377 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Big Waters 2021/22 Calendar of Events        
September 17   BW District Executive Team Meeting   St. Cloud First UMC 

September 18   BW District Fall Gathering    St. Cloud First UMC 

October 2   Conference Annual Gathering    Anoka UMC 

October 2-3   Leadership Development Retreat   Anoka UMC 

February 22   BW District Executive Team Meeting   Zoom Meeting  

April 22   BW District Executive Team Meeting   Park UMC, Brainerd 

April 23   BW District Spring Gathering    Park UMC, Brainerd 

May 20-22   Assembly 2022     Orlando, FL   

June 18   BW District Executive Team Meeting   Milaca UMC  

September 16   BW District Executive Team Meeting   Coon Rapids UMC 

September 17   BW District Fall Gathering    Coon Rapids UMC 

 

Keep up with United Methodist Women in these ways:  www.mnconfumw.com – for events, District 
Connections & The Fresh Connection, www.unitedmethodistwomen.org – for news, events & inspiration, 
www.facebook.com/groups/127497622121 – MN United Methodist Women, www.facebook.com/UMWomen  
– United Methodist Women national, www.twitter.com/UMWomen – for daily posts on mission focus, 
www.pinterest.com/UMWomen – pin with other UMW followers, www.youtube.com/user/UMWomen – 
watch current UMW videos, www.instagram.com/UMWomen and www.flickr.com/photos/UMWomen -- find 
inspiring photos. 

http://www.mnconfumw.com/
http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/
http://www.facebook.com/groups/127497622121
http://www.facebook.com/UMWomen
http://www.twitter.com/UMWomen
http://www.pinterest.com/UMWomen
http://www.youtube.com/user/UMWomen
http://www.instagram.com/UMWomen
http://www.flickr.com/photos/UMWomen

