
“Living” in liminal and virtual times!
The United Methodist Church has been 
described to be in “liminal” times, a time of 
waiting and pause while the church structure is 
reformed. 
  Much of our contact with people is 
accomplished virtually via a number of 
computer platforms that allow us to 

communicate safely from home during a Pandemic. 
 United Methodist Women and Jesus work in REAL time.  The 
Pandemic has removed the mask on an abundance of Social 
Action issues that United Methodist Women have been talking 
about and taking action against for a long time.   
 This fall, the North Star District will hold its first “virtual” 
Annual Meeting to gather together, worship and carry out the 
business of the District.  As you will see as you read the North 
Star Comment, there are needs to be met.  Our District team 
needs officers in many areas. Midwest Mission has needs as it 
responds to problems within our country and when possible 
around the world. Emma Norton has needs so its service as a 
National Mission of United Methodist Women can continue.  The 
list goes on within our local churches and communities. 
 Many Local Units have not met during the time that their 
churches have been closed yet many of their mission efforts have 
continued.  This is what United Methodist Women are about.  

NSD Calendar  
September 26, 2020 
 Annual Fall Gathering 
 via Zoom 

October 10, 2020 
 Annual Conf. Meeting 
 See MN Conference     
 UMW to register and for   
 more information 

January 9, 2021 
 NS Executive Meeting 
 via Zoom 

March 19, 2021 
 NS Executive Meeting 
 via Zoom 

March 20, 2021 
 NS Spring Gathering 
 via Zoom 

July 7, 2021 
 NS Executive Meeting 
 via Zoom 

July 16 -18, 2021 
 Mission U 
  
September 10, 2021 
 NS Executive Meeting 
 via Zoom 

September 11, 2021 
 NS Annual Gathering 
 via Zoom 

October 2, 2021 
 MN Conference UMW 
 Annual Meeting 

God is Love!

The Purpose of  United Methodist Women 
United Methodist Women shall be a community of  women whose 
Purpose is to know God and to experience freedom as whole persons 
through Jesus Christ, to develop a creative, supportive fellowship and 
to expand concepts of  mission through participation in the global 
ministries of  the church.

Comment
A U G U S T ,  2 0 2 0

“Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your mind, 
 with all your soul, and your neighbor as yourself.”

N

A Newsletter for United Methodist Women of the North Star District (NSD)

Continued on page 2



CONTACT INFORMATION FOR NORTH STAR DISTRICT OFFICERS  
 President  Marion Hansen – 28287 Co Rd 23, Sebeka, MN 56477 – 218-837-5054 – marionha@wcta.net

 Program Coordinator  Vacant position – CAN YOU HELP?

 Secretary  – Marsha Mower – 7626 White Overlook Dr., Breezy Point, MN 56472 – 217-412-8797–  m.mower@sbcglobal.net 

 Treasurer  – Litta (Le) Sears – 1392 24th Street SW, Pine River, MN 56474 – 218-839-6171 – sears.litta@gmail.com 

 Nominations Chair  – Karol Lehman – PO Box 146, McGregor, MN 55760 – 218-310-1578 – lehmankarol@yahoo.com 

 Nominations –   Vacant position – CAN YOU HELP? 

 Spiritual Growth –   Vacant position – CAN YOU HELP? 
 Social Action – Vacant Position – CAN YOU HELP?? 
  Education & Interpretation – Vacant Position – CAN YOU HELP?? 
 Emma Norton – Valerie Solem – 21816 115th Ave. NE, Thief River Falls, MN 56701 – 218-681-5208 – valsolem@gmail.com 
 Resource Manager  – Julie Hansen – 37814 State Hwy 47, Aitkin, MN 56431 – 218-927-2547 – jjhansen53@gmail.com  
 Communications – Angie Barnhart – 24145 435th Ave., Aitkin, MN 56431 – 218-678-3344 – cartoonC@juno.com  
   Historian – Susan Clark Harris – PO Box 362, Aitkin, MN 56431 – 218-838-2579 – sclarkharris@mlecwb.net 
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My challenge to each of you.  Consider taking 
ACTION on one or more of the needs.  That 
action may look different i.e. sending a personal 
donation to the NS District to help meet its 
Pledge and Emma Norton Goals, meeting 
virtually to plan and have events like a “virtual” 
garage sale, an online program on Social Action 
issues, exploring different ways to fund raise in 
support of local, State and National needs. 
Step out BOLDLY, take care!

Marion Hansen, North Star President

Continued from page 1

Midwest Mission in Action 
In their summer issue, Midwest Mission outlined 
their Mission: “to have hearts and hands 
transforming the resources of God’s people in 
humanitarian relief.”  The Mission has been active in 
COVID-19 response, providing food for the poor 
and in sending hope and empowerment “around the 
world and around the corner”.
More information can be found at 
www.midwestmission.org
www.midwestmission.org/donate

MIDWEST MISSION
DISTRIBUTION CENTER

midwestmission.org

PLEASE!
 Register to join our ZOOM Gathering on Sept. 26

by September 24!
 Send registration information to: 

Litta Sears • 1392 24th St SW • Pine River, MN 56474

OR better yet email your registration to her at 
sears.litta@gmail.com

Send:
Your name and email address or

Names of all participants and contact email 
(if doing this as a group)

You won’t be enjoying muffins for Emma but please 
consider sending a donation if you can to help us in our 

support of Emma Norton Residence.  

A CALL FOR HELP!
Our Minnesota Conference Camps at Koronis and 

Northern Pines need your help.   Our Camps have 

been very limited this past summer as to what they 

can offer due to COVID-19.   Please consider 

making a donation to our Minnesota camps directly 
or through www.campminnesota.org.

http://midwestmission.org
http://www.campminneosta.org/
mailto:lkbrinster@loretel.net
mailto:sears.litta@gmail.com
mailto:lehmankarol@yahoo.com
mailto:valsolem@gmail.com
mailto:jjhansen53@gmail.com
mailto:cartoonc@juno.com
mailto:cartoonc@juno.com
http://www.midwestmission.org
http://www.midwestmission.org/donate
mailto:lkbrinster@loretel.net
mailto:sears.litta@gmail.com
mailto:lehmankarol@yahoo.com
mailto:valsolem@gmail.com
mailto:jjhansen53@gmail.com
mailto:cartoonc@juno.com
mailto:cartoonc@juno.com
mailto:sears.litta@gmail.com
http://www.campminneosta.org/
http://www.midwestmission.org
http://www.midwestmission.org/donate
http://midwestmission.org
mailto:sears.litta@gmail.com
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North Star District Gathering and 
Annual Meeting
REACHING FOR THE STARS
This year’s fall gathering will be held via Zoom 
on September 26, 2020.  We will begin at 
9:30am.  The ‘door’ will be open ½ hour before 
the gathering to allow people to enter.  We are 
expecting to conclude our meeting by 1pm. 
 You will need to register by September 20th 
by sending your registration information via 
email or standard mail to our treasurer Le Sears 
(see her contact information in the ‘officers’ 
section) with the names of the participants and 
email addresses where we can send the link 
information.  We usually charge $10.00 to cover 
meal expenses and take an offering.  Consider 
sending a donation to Le that will be used to 
fulfill our 2020 Pledge and Emma Norton goal. 
 Procedure for Zoom:  When we have your 
registration information, we will send you a link/
invitation by September 24 to join the meeting.  
If you have not used Zoom before, you do not 
need to be a zoom member to attend a meeting. 
Go to Zoom.us for more Zoom information.  
You can attend via computer or telephone and 
the link information will include how you can 
join us.  Please join in early in case you have 
technical difficulties.  If that occurs, call me at 
218-837-5054 between 9am and 9:20am.

SAVE THE DATE! 
North Star District 
UMW Spring Gathering 
in the convenience 
of your own home . 
Register by September 24.  
See  info below and on page 2.

 SEPT 
 26

 You may attend as an individual or gather a 
group of people together and join as a group.  If 
your church has the technology available, this 
would be a great time to enlist the help of the 
church’s tech person and ask them to link your 
group to the meeting for you.  Remember to 
wear your masks and social distance while in 
your group.  This can also be an opportunity to 
invite someone who has not been active in 
UMW.  Our program will consist of worship, 
virtual communion, our Annual Business 
meeting and an educational program by NAMI 
(more later) and a memorial service for UMW 
members that have died since the last Annual 
meeting (or were not previously recognized). 
If you have questions about our Annual 
September Meeting, please contact me at 
marionha@wcta.net 

Marion Hansen

 
The National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI)
NAMI began, as many groups do, around a 
kitchen table in 1979.  NAMI is now a National 
group with a mission to raise awareness, provide 
support and education related to Mental Illness. 
Several NAMI affiliates are located in 
Minnesota with more information available by 
searching NAMI Minnesota.  
 The presenter from NAMI will focus on 
Creating Caring Faith Communities within our 
churches.  The presentation will begin at 11am 
and conclude at 12noon.  The NAMI 
organization needs to know how many people 
attend the program so if you have people who 
are wanting to join your group just for the 
presentation, they can join you but make sure 
you include them in your registration numbers.  
NAMI will be linking into our Zoom meeting so 
someone in the group needs to join our zoom 
meeting by 9:30am to be linked into this 
program. If you have questions contact 
marionha@wcta.net

mailto:marionha@wcta.net
mailto:marionha@wcta.net
mailto:marionha@wcta.net
mailto:marionha@wcta.net


NOMINATIONS 
HELLO, North Star District 
UMW Members! 
How is everyone’s summer? I am 
doing more and enjoying summer 
as I had my 2nd knee replacement 
in spring. Healed well this time.  
   I continue to pray that everyone 
is healthy!  Things sure have 
changed this year. No in person 

meetings, everything done on line. No in person 
events. Good thing is no traveling required!  
We are looking for NSD officers for our Executive 
Team! Can you help with any of these vacancies?  

ELECTED OFFICERS 
• Continuing in present position:

      President: Marion Hansen 
      Secretary: Marsha J. Mower  
      Treasurer: Litta (Le) Sears 
• Nominated for another term:

      Chairperson, Nominations: Karol Lehman 
   

• Nominations accepted for all VACANT OFFICES

     Program Coordinator  - Vacant 
     Spiritual Growth - Vacant  
     Social Action - Vacant  
     Education and Interpretation - Vacant  
     Membership Nurture and Outreach -  Vacant   
     Resource Manager - Vacant    
     Communications - Angie  Barnhart   
     Historian - Susan Clark Harris  
     Emma Norton Representative - Valerie Solem 
     Nominations Team - Four Vacancies 

    Please email, call or mail me your candidate’s 
contact information if you know of anyone who 
would be wonderful at any of the above positions. I’ll 
do the calling to ask them. You may also nominate 
candidates during our Zoom meeting on Sept. 26. 
 We pray that God will lead you to using your 
talents for Him.  

Thank You and God Bless You! 
Karol Lehman 

RESOURCE MANAGER 
 What a change in our 
lives this year has brought. I 
pray that through this, we 
have all learned to trust in our 
Lord and know that God is 
walking this journey with us. 
We are not alone. I work part 
time at Aicota Assisted 
Living here in Aitkin. Since 
the time when the state basically shut down, I have 
been leading Sunday worship services at the Assisted 
Living. No visitors are allowed within the building, 
but being an employee, I am allowed to lead worship. 
It is a wonderful time for all the residents and me. One 
resident shared her favorite part of the worship service 
is praying the Lord’s Prayer together, regardless of our 
denominations or faith backgrounds. It is a solid 
reminder that we worship the same God. I start our 20 
minute service with the words “as one believing 
family of God, we come to worship”.  
  Now onto UMW news. We will be recognizing 
those of you who completed any of the four reading 
programs for 2019 at our meeting in September. Here 
is a list of those ladies. If I have made errors, please 
contact me. 
  2019 Reading Program individuals

Riverside UMC Park Rapids 
Crystal Brown  plan 1 
Glydie Seibert  plan 1 
Camille Remus plan 1 
Gail Gruis  plan 2 
Vicki Manners  plan 3 
Sandy Drury  plan 4 
Aitkin 
Julie Hansen  plan 1 
Nashwauk 
Ruth Sejnoha  plan 1 
Detroit Lakes 
Stephenie Goecke plan 1 
Linda Brinster plan 1 
Gladys Zerr plan 3 
Lorraine Neufeld plan 4 
Grace UMC of Pequot Lakes 
Kayleen Brausen plan 2 
Ardis Morris plan 2 
Nancy Macnamara plan 1 

I pray that God will give each of the United 
Methodist Women comfort through this time. 

         Julie Hansen, Resource Manager

4Contact information for all officers of the North Star District UMW can be found on Page 2.

FYI:  Three hardcopies of the Comment 
are sent to the each of the churches in the 
North Star District.  Do you know someone 
who would like one? Please ask at your church 
where the copies are and if you can, distribute 
them to women who’d like one. THANKS!!
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TREASURER 
Here we are – another 
summer almost over and 
the fall gathering not far 
away. What a time we’re 
in! COVID-19 has been 
a part of our lives for a 
number of months now 
as we have learned to 
cope with the changes. 

We all pray for our World, our Nation, our churches, 
our neighbors, our families and ourselves. We who 
HOPE in the Lord “will renew our strength and soar 
on wings like eagles.” – Isaiah 40:31 
  Your unit’s total pledge/giving for 2020 must 
be paid on or before a December 11th deadline in 
order to qualify for the 5-Star recognition given to 
those units who fulfill all 5 ‘stars’:  Pledge to 
Missions, Special Mission Recognition, Gift in 
Memory, World Thank Offering, and Gift to 
Mission. This is easier than you think to achieve and 
if you need any additional information please let me 
know. All giving after the deadline will be attributed 
to 2021. 

2020 Revenue and Expense as of 7/11/2020
• Mission Giving is $14,513.30 (budget is $47,000) 
• Emma Norton Services is $3,955 
        (budget is $11,100)  
• A&MD Expenses are $618.75 (budget is $11,525) 
• Other Giving is $1,711.01 

Subscribe to the free online 
‘COMMENT’ newsletter of 
North Star District of UMW 
go to cartoonc@juno.com

or find it on the Minnesota Conf. website:
mnconfumw.com

Subscribe to the free online newsletter 
‘FRESH CONNECTION’ 

Minnesota Conference of UMW 
go to mnomnumw@gmail.com

Many of you have not been able to meet this year or 
have not been able to conduct fund raisers, but I 
encourage all units to send me your giving in all 
areas, in what ever amounts you are able. 
   

2021 Preliminary Budget Proposal
(This will be acted upon at the Fall Gathering)
• Mission Giving Budget proposal is $29,750  
• Emma Norton Services Budget proposal is $7,225 
• A&MD Budget proposal is $8,257.50 
The form below is for your convenience in sending 
your 2021 District pledge.  

In Christ, 
Litta (Le) Sears, NSD Treasurer 

JOIN YOUR UMW SISTERS ON FACEBOOK! 
Minnesota United Methodist Women

Our UMW 2021 District Pledge

Unit/Church: ____________________________ 
_______________________________________ 
Treasurer: ______________________________ 
Address: _______________________________ 
_______________________________________ 
Treas. Phone: ___________________________ 
Treas. email: ____________________________ 
Pledge to Mission: $ _____________________ 
Goal for Emma Norton Services: $ __________ 

Mail or Email to: 
Litta (Le) Sears, NSD Treasurer 
1392 24th Street SW, Pine River, MN 56474 
email to: sears.litta@gmail.com 

In Memory of our Dear UMW 
Sisters who are with Christ.
At our Fall Gathering we will be 
having a service to recognize 
UMW Women who are no longer 
with us.  In this short service we 
will remember those who have 

pas t away be tween the da tes o f 
September 1, 2019 and September 1, 2020.  
Please send the names of women in your unit who 
you wish to remember to Marion Hansen via 
email: marionha@wcta.net 

I thank God every time 
I remember you. Phil. 1:3 

mailto:cartoonc@juno.com
mailto:mnomnumw@gmail.com
mailto:marionha@wcta.net
mailto:marionha@wcta.net
mailto:cartoonc@juno.com
mailto:mnomnumw@gmail.com


6Contact information for all officers of the North Star District UMW can be found on Page 2.

Conference News
Well, hasn’t this been a year? 
Very few of us can recall 
anything like it. Are you 
feeling afraid, uncertain and 
stuck? You aren’t alone. But 
the good news is that the 
United Methodist Women are 
in action, planning ways for 
us to get back into the 

mission of the church.  
 Here in the North Star District we have the 
opportunity to get into action. 2020 is our year to host all 
our United Methodist Women sisters for the Minnesota 
Conference Annual Meeting. We can welcome them Oct 
10th 10:00 am until noon on ZOOM.  
 The FRESH CONNECTION, the conference UMW 
newsletter, will be coming out shortly and that’s where 
you will find the registration information. The meeting 
will be abbreviated but we will have worship time, 
learning and sharing time as well as the business 
meeting. We want to hear from you and for you to be 
apart of our work. To take part in a ZOOM meeting you 
will need access to a computer/laptop, a tablet or a 
smartphone and of course an internet connection. If you 
don’t receive a FRESH CONNECTION call Kim Harris 
at 763.300. 5358 for a copy or Sandy Meyer at 
952.270.1157 to register for free. We have lots of ‘room’ 
but you must register by Oct 1st. Don’t forget to invite 
your friends. 

Linda Brinster, Secretary 
Minnesota Conference United Methodist Women

We're moving in new residents and we're all 
out of move in totes and baskets! Help us 
welcome new residents by donating a laundry 
basket or large tote bag filled with all the 
supplies they need to make their new home.

Anything you can donate wi l l be so 
appreciated. Donations can be shipped 
directly to ENR or please contact Victoria 
Virasy-Ertelt at vvirasy@emmanorton.org to 
make a plan for a safe drop off as no guests 
are allowed at ENR at this time.

COMMUNICATIONS 

AWWWWWWW!  Anyone else 
feeling this way?  What a year, 
huh!?!?  We can’t have Sunday 
regular in-person worship 
services! Can’t shake hands and 
hug our church family! We can’t 

go anywhere without our masks. Did you ever, in you 
whole life, think you would be in a situation like this?  
Zoom meetings? What is a Zoom meeting? Can you 
imagine explaining this to your grandparents! Could 
Saint Paul ever have imagined a Zoom meeting with the 
faithful in Corinth? But this is where we are at in 2020. 
Two thousand and twenty years after the birth of our 
Lord Jesus who said “. . . and surely I am with you 
always even to the end of the age.” Think of the Black 
Death of the 1300s which killed up to 200 million. The 
people surely must have thought the end had come. And 

the Spanish flu of 1917-18, which killed an estimated 50 
million, was catastrophic.  

 Today we are blessed to have such powerful 
technology so that we can meet with each other and 
continue in the mission God has trusted us. By Using 
Zoom on-line on our computers we are able to attempt our 
first virtual gathering of UMW. It’s actually really exciting. 
Get together with others (wearing your masks) and have a 
UMW Zoom party.  I’m hoping to ‘see’ you at the Zoom 
meeting on September 26. Be sure you pre-register by the 
24th. (See info. on pages 2 and 3)  

 We can do this. We can get through this!  God is love 
and He will love us forever and someday take us to be with 
Him in a never-ending praise. So until then breathe deeply, 
be strong, be safe, wear your mask! Exercise! Eat good 
food! Keep the faith! My mom used to say “This, too, shall 
pass.”  I believe she was right.  God bless us all. 

Angie Barnhart 
Communications North Star District UMW 


