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River Valley United Methodist Women’s 

THE LINK 

Message from Wailana, our President. . . 

Greetings to all my UMW sisters of the River Valley District. 

I write this article to you from Donna, Texas, 

where the sun always shines and the palm 

trees sway.  

Who would have thought when we postponed our 2020 

meetings that COVID would still be with us in 2021?  

The theme of the last UMW Assembly was “BE BOLD”.  It is hard to “BE BOLD” when 

we are confined to our homes and separated from each other.  So I say “BE 

STRONG!” and I pray you are well and ready to carry on when COVID passes. 

Our Spring Meeting will be held via ZOOM on April 24th.  If you are familiar with 

Zoom, please help your UMW sisters to get on and enjoy the meeting.  I look forward 

to visiting with you then. 

I will close with a poem I have used every day in my devotions.  You may also find it 
comforting. 
 

Wailana Barker 
President, River Valley District UMW 
 

 

   HOPE 

Hope is the eternal spring  

that lives within the hearts; 

It yearns and pines and wishes - 

A thing that never parts. 

Hope is that with which we live, 

Eternal is the dream of life  

of love and happiness 

And all that it may bring. 

        -James Joseph Huesgen- 

Wailana Barker 
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What’s on our calendar? 

2021  
Meeting Dates 

 

River Valley, Conference & Other Events 
 

 

April 8  River Valley Executive Team Meeting 
  VIRTUAL—via Zoom 
 
April 24 River Valley District Spring Gathering 
  VIRTUAL—via Zoom 
 
April 29 Emma Norton Services  
  Opening Doors VIRTUAL Gala 
 
July 16-18 Mission u 
  
July 31  Mission u Too 
 
August 7 Mission u Too 
 
Sept. 24 River Valley Executive Team Meeting 
  Stewartville 
   
Sept. 25 River Valley District Fall Gathering 
  Stewartville UMC in Stewartville 
  
Oct. 1-3 UMW Executive Team Meetings /  
  Leadership Development 
  for Conference & District Officers 
  Anoka UMC in Anoka 
 
Oct. 2  MN Conference Annual Celebration 
  for all United Methodist Women 
  Anoka UMC in Anoka 
 
August 29- UMC General Conference 
Sept. 6, 2022 Minneapolis 
 
 

FAITH, HOPE & LOVE  

ACTION NEEDED! 

 

 

 

 

UMW 2020 Local Unit Survey  

(formerly the Census!) 
 

Your help is needed to count the women who 
support United Methodist Women (UMW) in Min-
nesota by reporting the number of women who 
participate in your local UMW unit.  Whether your 
numbers are small or large, each local unit is im-
portant!  In addition to recording the number of 
women engaged with UMW at the local level, the 
information you provide to the national office 
helps them know what United Methodist Women 
is doing at the grassroots level. 

One person from each church should submit the 
unit survey online; anyone can fill out the form if 
there is no president in your local unit.  If you are 
not a computer user, please ask for help from 
your church office, or contact Catherine Williams, 
Conference Membership Nurture & Outreach Co-
ordinator, for help with the survey: 507-301-5865 
or mnomnumw@gmail.com. 
 

Find the UMW Unit Survey here: 
www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/census2020 

**Please submit  

    by March 30, 2021!** 

 Sisters-in-Christ - 

For the next 30 days, pick a woman to 

pray for.  She doesn’t need to know.  

Intercede on her behalf. 

Please help to keep our River Valley District 
contact list up-to-date!  

Save money on costly returned copies!  We 
found this out in 2020 when a number of news-
letters were returned by the post 

office at a cost of $2.97 each! 

Contact Sharon Dougherty with  

ADDRESS CHANGES or NAME DELETIONS  

sdsrdougherty@gmail.com or 612 -280-2103 
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WORD SEARCH 
Prayer 

Try to find words relating to “PRAYER” that are hidden 

in the diagram – they run in all directions – 

forward, backward, up, down and diagonally. 

Answers are located on page 10 of this newsletter! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

N O I T I T E P E A C E X M B 

R E N E  W O R S H I P O H E N 

E P R A I S E A M Y A T D R O 

T O S E V E I L E B G R A C I 

D H R C P B A M E N O S B Y T 

H E A L I N G S E G D P L A A 

E A D N H S U R R E N D E R I 

P G O X K U T L E E N K S P L 

C U R L C S R E P S E V S K I 

O I A F O R G I V E N E S S C 

M D T R U S T I Z A T Y A E N 

F A I T H F U L V J F R V E O 

O N O N E V A E H I A O I K C 

R C N F A T H E R G N L O S E 

T E S E D U T I T A R G R A R 

ADORATION   GRATITUDE   PSALMS 

AMEN    GUIDANCE   RECONCILIATION 

ASK    HEALING   RENEW 

BELIEVE   HEAVEN   SAVIOR 

BLESS    HOPE    SEEK 

COMFORT   KNEEL    STRENGTH 

FAITHFUL   MERCY    SURRENDER 

FATHER   PEACE    THANKSGIVING 

FORGIVENESS   PETITION   TRUST 

GLORY    PRAISE    VESPERS 

GOD    PRAY    WORSHIP 

Word Search 

compiled by 

Sharon 

Dougherty, 

RVD Commu-

nications 

Coordinator 
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COMMITTEE ON NOMINATIONS 
 

What a year we have just gone through. I have been praying to God to please remove this scourge 

from us.  In some ways we have been brought together and in some ways we have been torn apart.  

I am hoping that all of you and your families have been spared from this virus. I personally have 

missed seeing all of you and having conversations with you!!  I pray that in 2021 we can all come 

together and be able to give each other a hug!! 

As Chair of the Nominations, I am hoping to find you receptive to taking a position on the RVD Leadership team.  We 

accept any woman (age is not a factor) who is a United Methodist.  You do not need to have any experience in the 

position.  You will be well trained and mentored by the leadership. Your experiences in a job you have had, or your 

participation in your Church and community will have given you good training already.   

If you love to organize events or programs and love to bring people together to be in these programs, then we have 

the perfect job for you.  The position is “Program Coordinator”.  You would be planning a program for the Spring 

and Fall Gatherings.  You don’t have to do it alone because you will have the District leaders as your team for what-

ever you decide to present. There are two events, Spring and Fall Gatherings. 

If you like to read and bring a spiritual message at our Gatherings, you will be perfect for the “Spiritual Growth” po-

sition. 

I know there is someone out there who has strong convictions about women, children and youth and mass incarcer-

ations.  You would be perfect for the position “Social Action”.  You could bring to our two Gatherings very important 

information that we all should know. 

Two other positions are “Education and Interpretation” and “Membership and Nurture”. These two positions could 

possibly be combined.  For Education and Interpretation, at the Gatherings you would share how local pledges are 

used on the local, District, Conference, and International levels. Your resources would be: response Magazine, Pray-

er Calendar and Mission Resource Center for stories.  For Membership and Nurture you would assign the District 

leaders to areas where they reside, the local UMW units and keep them informed of District projects and meetings.  

Also make contact with those members with birthdays, illnesses or deaths.  

There’s a vacancy in the “Resource Manager” position.  You would be collecting the lists from the women who have 

been reading books from the UMW Reading Program (Plans I, II, III, IV) and issuing certificates honoring their accom-

plishments.  You may also do book reviews. 

We also need members for the “Nominations” committee.  We need three to four of you to join the committee.  It 

would be great if you could each be from a different area of our District.  

There is an application form included in this newsletter on page 5 that you can fill out and return to me and the 

Nominations Committee. 

God Bless All of You and My Love to you,  Claudia 

Submitted by Claudia Grehl, 
Chairperson of Nominations 
wifeofgrampy2@gmail.com or 507-886-5582 

Claudia Grehl 
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN     RIVER VALLEY DISTRICT 

DISTRICT OFFICE Application 

Full Name:__________________________________________________  Date:_____________________ 

       Last                                First     M.I. 

Address:______________________________________________________________________________ 

    ______________________________________________________________________________ 

      City         State   ZIP Code 

Phone:___________________________________  Email:______________________________________ 

Cell #:____________________________________ Church:_____________________________________ 

 

Position Applied for:_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

∞PRESIDENT    ∞PROGRAM COORDINATOR   ∞SECRETARY 

∞TREASURER    ∞SPIRITUAL GROWTH    ∞SOCIAL ACTION 

∞EDUCATION & INTERPRETATION    ∞MEMBERSHIP NURTURE & OUTREACH 

∞RESOURCE MANAGER      ∞COMMUNICATIONS COORDINATOR 

∞NOMINATIONS 
 

APPOINTED OFFICES: 

∞LENDING LIBRARIAN  ∞EMMA NORTON REPRESENTATIVE  ∞DISTRICT HISTORIAN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SIGNATURE:_____________________________________________ DATE:____________________________ 
 

RETURN TO: CLAUDIA GREHL (RIVER VALLEY NOMINATIONS CHAIR), 190 NIAGARA CT NW, HARMONY MN 55939 

EMAIL:  wifeofgrampy2@gmail.com 

Applicant Information 

EDUCATION, WORK AND COMPUTER SKILLS 

POSITIONS HELD IN YOUR CHURCH, COMMUNITY, OTHER ORGANIZATIONS 

(CONTINUE INFORMATION ON THE BACK OF THE FORM) 
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 2021 READING PROGRAM  
 

First, the nuts and bolts.  For those of you who participated in UMW’s Reading Program in 2020, 
get your completed book lists to me as soon as possible. Either download and fill out the form 
from the website listed in this article, or list books by category on a sheet of paper.  Include your 
home address and church.  E-mail forms to kathleensvien@gmail.com or mail to 16712 County Rd. 
14, Utica, MN  55979. We will announce your award at the virtual spring meeting on April 24, and I 
will mail the certificate to your home address.   
 
The Reading Plans have remained the same as in past years:  Plan I (5 books, one in each category), 
Plan II (10 books, 2 from each category), Plan III (2 books from each category, and 5 more), and 

Plan IV (2 books from each category and 10 more) for 2020.   One should be reading the UMW magazine response 
regularly, also. That last requirement may be difficult since your unit may have the subscription coming to your 
church or unit secretary and you haven’t been meeting.  Please check with your unit and see if you can quick catch 
up on reading the unit’s subscription. Try your best and list your effort if it wasn’t possible to get to the magazines.  
If reading hasn’t been your priority during this pandemic, but you still read maybe one or two books, keep that in-
formation on a list and add to it for an award next year.   
The complete lists of Reading Program books that are eligible, along with report forms, can be found on the UMW 
website: https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/readingprogram.  The UMW Reading Program’s new list of 
books will now last for two years, 2021 and 2022.  Although the list will last for two years, the Reading plans for in-
dividuals have not changed.  A short review of each of the new books is in the November/December 2020 issue of 
response magazine and on the website. 
 
Some books are available through Janet Ewing or me through the UMW Lending Library, so if you haven’t been able 
to get books by other means, contact Janet to see what’s available.  Sending these books back and forth via media 
mail is a great way to get the UMW books! 
 
Because the River Valley Spring 2020 meeting was cancelled due to the pandemic, women who completed Reading 

Plans in 2019 were not yet recognized.  I list them here:  Wailana Barker, Plan I and Janice (Jan) Iverson, Plan I, from 

Christ UMC in Rochester; Thalia Duffield, Lynn Gryc, and Merrell Thornton, all Plan I and all from Northfield UMC; 

Jane K Baker, Plan II, from Red Wing UMC; Janet Ewing, Plan II, from The Well, Rosemount; and Kathleen Svien, 

Plan I, from Wesley UMC in Winona.  Thank you ladies, for your commitment to learning!   
I usually review one or more UMW books at this point, but I was hijacked by a book that is not on the list.  I am hop-
ing you can make time to read it! The Minnesota Conference chose LOVE IS THE WAY: HOLDING ON TO HOPE IN 
TROUBLING TIMES by Presiding Episcopal Bishop Michael Curry for this year’s Lenten study.  I 
couldn’t put it down.  It was part memoir, part spiritual study, part an explanation of the way 
forward for those of us who dream of God’s kingdom coming on earth.  One quote stood out for 
me as I was thinking of UMW this year. “If love looks outward, to the good of the other, then its 
opposite isn’t hate.  Its opposite is selfishness!”  In UMW we are charged with being in mission.  I 
am concerned that in this pandemic, we may be turning inward, not outward.  We have been 
handicapped this year in raising funds.  So much good is done by UMW regarding the economic, 
climate and health issues that affect women and children that it would be a shame to curtail that 
work when it is needed most.  I would ask that we continue to think unselfishly and ask our 
members to learn about missions through reading and listening to podcasts, and to pledge mon-
ey to UMW and its missions while we cannot do fundraisers.  UMW is the heart of mission in many churches.  La-
dies, please keep looking outward in love! 
 

Kathleen Svien, former Resource Manager for River Valley District 
*see Committee on Nominations, page 4, regarding this open position* 

Kathleen Svien 

mailto:kathleensvien@gmail.com
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/readingprogram
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RIVER VALLEY UMW LENDING LIBRARY  
Greetings, Book Lovers -  

The River Valley UMW Lending Library was created to make it easier for you to have at least 

some of the books in each Reading Program category available for you to read without need-

ing to purchase the books.  I will be happy to mail or email you the list of available books. De-

scriptions of the books are also available.  Choose the book or books you would like to read 

and telephone or email your choice.  Lending Library books will be sent to you via “Media  

Mail” and since we aren’t meeting in person, please return them the same way.   

A half sheet of paper with instructions are included in each book.  The postal service’s “Media Mail” only costs 

$2.00- $3.00 for 2-3 books. 
 

All the Lending Library books from the UMW Reading Program have been donated.  Contact me if you have books 

from 2018-2021 to donate.  
 

Each year’s books are listed in categories and with descriptions in the response magazine, Nov/Dec. 2020 issue.  All 

the books for the last six years, 2016-2021, can be found on the website www.unitedmethodistwomen.org.  Many 

are available at local libraries and some can be read electronically. 
 

Contact me via telephone-always leave a message 952-431-7751 or via email janete9@charter.net.             

Submitted by Janet Ewing, 

RV District UMW Lending Librarian 

Janet Ewing 

 
The Book of Joy, will lift your spirits and 

exercise your smiling muscles. His Holi-

ness the Dalai Lama and Archbishop Des-

mond Tutu celebrate together and share 

despite their personal experiences of vio-

lence, oppression and unimaginable hard-

ships the joy of life. Large print and a fas-

cinating joyful read from the 2018 Nurtur-

ing for Community. 

Tilly and the Crazy Eights,  from the 2020 

Nurturing for Community books.  A group 

of native Americans from Canada travel to 

the Gathering of Nations in Albuquerque.  

They make discoveries about themselves; 

their choices, consequences, and relation-

ships resonate with our lives. A few are 

strangers, some relatives, some know more 

about their cultural background than others. It will help to 

keep a list of characters & relationships. Hard to put down.   

From the 2021 Leadership Development 

category, #Not Your Princess: Voices of 

Native American Women. Suitable for 

youth. This is a beautiful book with an 

eclectic collection of poems, essay, pho-

tos, art and interviews.  Stories of abuse, 

humiliation and stereotyping these wom-

en make themselves heard and will hopefully give readers 

insight into the lives of women who have been virtually in-

visible.  

Pushout: The Criminalization of Black Girls 

in Schools, the Social Action study for 2020 

& 2021 was a hard read for me. I taught 

similar girls, but not that bad, for two years 

in Lima, Ohio.   

*See Jane Baker’s review on page 8. 

But all of the above books gave me reasons to praise God for 

my upbringing and to understand with a more open mind the 

hardships others have endured that shaped their attitudes.

                 -Janet Ewing 

BOOK RECOMMENDATIONS—books in our Lending Library 

http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org
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RIVER VALLEY DISTRICT SECRETARY’S SALUTATIONS 

Who thought a year ago that the year of 2020 would be remembered for a pandemic, protests, poli-

tics and church shutdowns?  Even as we get relief from the pandemic and churches begin to open, 

life will never be the same. Individuals, families, organizations, communities, even the world must 

reframe their goals and strategies to reflect the changes.   
 

So it is for United Methodist Women.  Our purpose remains the same—to be a community of wom-

en with a supportive fellowship who participate in the local and global ministries of the church.    
 

Our method has a new frame—virtual instead of in-person, home-based rather than in church or community, with 

faces masked in order to protect each other.  Our circle and unit meetings are by phone or Zoom, and our larger 

gatherings happen by Zoom.  Who would have thought?? 
 

For me, the bonus of quarantine has been the opportunity to participate in the 

UMW reading program, not for recognition but for the knowledge gained.  The 

book Pushout: The Criminalization of Black Girls in Schools by Monique Morris 

took me to a world that I had not been aware of and now can’t forget.  The book 

should be required reading for anyone who interacts with black girls and women.  

Detained and Deported, by Margaret Regan, about undocumented immigrants, 

is another book that I highly recommend.  *See page 7 for Janet Ewing’s review of Pushout. 
 

The reading program list includes novels, biographies, and information about current issues.  Your library probably 

has some or can get them for you—my local library has been a huge help.  Many are available electronically.  Our 

UMW Lending Library is another valuable resource. 

 

Another UMW resource that has been added to the reading program for 2021 is a monthly online podcast called 

Faith Talks. Faith Talks are monthly conversations with United Methodist Women hosted by Jennifer Farmer.  Each 

conversation explores themes and resources that empower us to put faith, hope and love into action.  Previous top-

ics have included International Women and Missions, Faith in the 

Midst of Uncertainty, and Creating a Sustainable Lifestyle.  Each pod-

cast lasts about one hour and is recorded so it can be listened to at an-

other time.  The advantage of watching a Faith Talk is that you can do 

it from your own home in any weather!  The live presentations have a 

“chat” feature that enables one to greet others and ask questions.  

Find out more about them at www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/

faithtalks.     
 

Happy reading and listening in 2021!  

 

Submitted by Jane Baker, 

RV District UMW Secretary 

   

Jane Baker 

http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/faithtalks
http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/faithtalks
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EMMA NORTON SERVICES NEWS 
 

 

WOW - It’s 2021, Happy New Year! As I reflect on what was planned for 2020 at Emma Norton 

Services (ENS) and personally, there were unexpected challenges not in the ‘plan’.  I think you will 

all agree that we have a new perspective when it comes to our health and safety. They say neces-

sity is the mother of invention. I believe we have seen it with Zoom meetings, mask/barrier mak-

ing, closing of many businesses/services that we took for granted and how to connect when social-

ly distancing.  

 

I first want to thank everyone for stepping up and continuing to supply welcome baskets, paper 

  products, checks, warm clothing and volunteer time to ENS. In addition, over 400 masks were 

made; packing/moving supplies and welcome totes were donated. 

 

I emailed the ENS first newsletter of the year to my contacts at all 76 churches in our district in early February.  

Hopefully that news has been shared with you by now. If your church unit did not receive anything, please let me 

know so I can get the new designated contact/ email address on my list. If you did get the information, then some of 

this message will be old news.       

 

There were many challenges and changes and some surprises at ENS in 2020: 

 

*The pandemic and then civil unrest at the State Capitol (within view of the EN Residence) required new security 

and safety procedures. 

 

*The cancellation of UMW and UMC meetings or changes to virtual meetings reduced what was collected for dona-

tions to ENS.  This impacted the budget so personnel and other budget items had to be reduced.  

 

*Board and other meetings were changed to Zoom meetings, and donation deliveries were by appointment and 

dropped off at the door. 

 

*The annual Opening Doors Dinner was postponed and then converted to a virtual celebration and fundraiser auc-

tion. Profits met or exceeded expectations!! Thank You!!  The new name of the event is:  Opening Doors Virtual Gala 

and is planned for April 29th this year. More information can be found on the ENS website. 

 

*Remodeling of the 13 town houses at Emma’s Place was completed. The playground and landscaping will be com-

pleted in the spring. Existing families have settled in and new families are moving in. The welcome totes are much 

appreciated. 

 

*The Board of directors has had some changes with some members rotating off, 5 new members added and Tariq 

Malik agreed to be the new Board President.  I will continue to be the UMW River Valley District representative for a 

final 2 year term along with serving on their finance committee. 

 

        See EMMA NORTON SERVICES NEWS on page 10→ 

Barb Payne 
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N O I T I T E P E A C E X M B 

R E N E  W O R S H I P O H E N 

E P R A I S E A M Y A T D R O 

T O S E V E I L E B G R A C I 

D H R C P B A M E N O S B Y T 

H E A L I N G S E G D P L A A 

E A D N H S U R R E N D E R I 

P G O X K U T L E E N K S P L 

C U R L C S R E P S E V S K I 

O I A F O R G I V E N E S S C 

M D T R U S T I Z A T Y A E N 

F A I T H F U L V J F R V E O 

O N O N E V A E H I A O I K C 

R C N F A T H E R G N L O S E 

T E S E D U T I T A R G R A R 

←EMMA NORTON SERVICE NEWS from page 9 

Last but not least, on December 17, 2020, the Minnesota Housing Board announced their 2020 funding selections.  

ENS plan and application request to build a new residence in the Highland Bridge neighborhood was selected to 

receive $18 million. The staff at ENS provided an outstanding application which was accepted on their first 

attempt. Congratulations to All!! ENS will be partnering with Project for Pride and Living, Inc.(PPL), Urban works and 

Ryan Companies to create a new safe environment for 60 individuals and small families. As a result, the fundraising 

for the remaining needs for this project, mentioned in my article last year, will be starting this year!! 

 

BLESSINGS TO EACH OF YOU, as we all continue to serve and share to help women and children in need. 

 

Submitted by Barb Payne, 
RV District ENS Representative 

SAVE OUR EARTH! SAVE A TREE!   

 If possible please subscribe 
to our newsletter by email.  

 

 This helps us put these  
economic savings 

into more missions! 
 

It’s also a quick way for you 
to get your newsletter! 

  

 Just let Sharon Dougherty know if you would 
like to change your paper copy to email.  

(sdsrdougherty@gmail.com) 

Is Prayer your  

steering wheel 

or your spare tire? 

   -Corrie ten Boom- 

Answers to WORD SEARCH on page 3 

For more details or questions please go to their 
website www.emmanorton.org or  

call 651-747-8766 or email Victoria Virasy  
at vvirasy@emmanorton.org  

THE PURPOSE OF UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
United Methodist Women shall be a community of women whose purpose is to know God and to experience free-
dom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative, supportive fellowship; and to expand concepts 

of mission through participation in the global ministries of The United Methodist Church. 

http://www.emmanorton.org
mailto:vvirasy@emmanorton.org
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Conference Nominations Committee 
Just a reminder to keep in mind that once you have 

completed your tenure as District Officers, there are 

always opportunities at the Conference level.  Open-

ings are public information and position descriptions 

are always available. 

So keep in touch if you, or anyone you know, have an 

interest. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Submitted by Thalia Duffield, 

Conference Nominations Committee 

MN Conference UMW 

thaliakduffield@gmail.com 

 Faith, Hope, Love in Action:  

God’s Call to Us! 

An invitation to all United Methodist Women 

Save the Date, October 2, 2021 

 

The MN Conference Annual Celebration will be held on 

October 2, 2021, at Anoka United Methodist Church, 

Anoka, MN.  

We are planning an in-person meeting at this time, and it 

will depend on the state guidelines as the year progress-

es. Our thoughts are that it may be a combination in-

person / Zoom meeting for those who chose not to at-

tend in person. 

Bishop Bard, our interim Bishop, will be leading us in 

worship.  

Our program will include information on Harvest Nation, 

a project of the Bois Forte Chippewa reser-

vation in far northeastern Minnesota. Den-

ise Pieratos and her daughter Dani will 

share information on their aeroponics pro-

ject and how it is providing healthy food for those on 

reservations. 

Join us for fellowship, exciting Emma Norton updates, 

racial justice issues and more. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Submitted by Diana Eickelberg,  

Program Coordinator, MN Conference UMW 

deickelberg1@gmail.com 
Thalia Duffield 

Diana Eickelberg 

SPIRITUAL GROWTH 
Dear Friends, 

As we continue in our homes, I have this 

prayer from Love is The Way by Bishop 

Michael Curry to be a good way to view 

the day. This book is the Lenten study 

for churches in the Minnesota Confer-

ence. 
 
 

Loving God, fill my heart with the  

love that you freely give. Make 

love my first and last thoughts, 

May I love others and freely give  

to them. Make my spirit a spirit 

of joy, happiness, and love for 

both my friends and enemies. 

Help me love abundantly as you 

have loved me.  Amen. 
 

Based on John 13:34 

DailyPrayerGuide.net  
 

Submitted by Christie Brown,  
Conference Spiritual Growth Coordinator 

Christie Brown 

Mornings are better when 

you talk to God first! 
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CONTACT INFORMATION  

FOR RIVER VALLEY DISTRICT & APPOINTED  OFFICERS 
President – Wailana Barker – 1711 Lakeview Dr SW, Rochester, MN 55902 – 563-940-9154 – lanayb268@gmail.com 

Program Coordinator – Vacant position - CAN YOU HELP? 

Secretary - Jane Baker – 727 Hi Park, Red Wing, MN 55066 – 651-764-2505 – janekbaker@yahoo.com 

Treasurer - Deb Jensen – 6304 30th Ave NW, Rochester, MN 55901 – 815-535-3710 – debjen_mad@yahoo.com 

Nominations Chair – Claudia Grehl – 190 Niagara Court NW, Harmony, MN 55939 – 507-886-5582 - wifeofgrampy2@gmail.com 

Nominations (Class of 2022)  – Denise Pagel – 1008 Main Street NE, Chatfield, MN 55923 – 507-273-3188  – denpag@q.com 

Spiritual Growth –  Vacant position - CAN YOU HELP? 

Social Action – Vacant position - CAN YOU HELP? 

Education & Interpretation – Vacant position - CAN YOU HELP? 

Emma Norton Repr – Barbara Payne – 10833 County Rd 20 SE, Stewartville, MN 55976 – 507-273-8637 – chamois09@gmail.com 

Membership Nurture & Outreach – Vacant position - CAN YOU HELP? 

Resource Manager  – Vacant position - CAN YOU HELP? 

Communications Coordinator  – Sharon Dougherty – 14150 Woodchuck Trl, Prior Lake, MN – 612-280-2103 – sdsrdougherty@gmail.com 

Historian – Vacant position - CAN YOU HELP? 

Lending Librarian – Janet Ewing – 5995 133rd St Court W, Apple Valley, MN 55124 – 952-431-7751  – janete9@charter.net 

River Valley District Superintendent—Cynthia Williams 

122 W Franklin Ave, Suite 400, Minneapolis, MN 55404 - 612-230-6153—cynthia.williams@minnesotaumc.org 

Conference Leadership: 

Diana Eickelberg—Wailana Barker—Elizabeth Everitt (NCJ)—Thalia Duffield—Janet Ewing—Christie Brown 

Thank you to those who serve in leadership!   

You continue to bless our Sisters in Christ by  

the sharing of your talents and gifts.   

As you serve others you’re serving Christ.                                                                               

SPOTLIGHT ACROSS THE RIVER VALLEY 
Your units are encouraged to share a project or event that you’ve done—these highlights will be published in 

our newsletters.  We’d love to hear what you’re doing!  This is a great way to not only showcase the worth-

while & loving work you’re doing but also a good resource for other units to “borrow” your ideas. Please send 

your info including your church & UMW name, city/town & a photo (if available) representing your project 

and/or team to Sharon Dougherty (RV Communications Coordinator) at sdsrdougherty@gmail.com. 

 

Unit Highlight from Holy Trinity UMW 

Our local Holy Trinity unit in Prior Lake hosted a Spring Baby Clothing Drive in Febru-
ary-March 2020.  We were able to collect a good number of baby items before our 
church building closed due to COVID-19 in mid-March.  Our request was for new 
items for ages 6 months to 2 years.  Baby supplies were also donated (diapers, 
shampoo, lotion, wipes, etc.).  These baby gifts were distributed locally through the 
Crisis Nursery of the CAP Agency located in Shakopee (CAP stands for Community 
Action Partnership).  The women enjoyed this ministry focused on helping babies in 
need.   

     

    Holy Trinity United Methodist Women (Prior Lake) 
             Submitted by Sandy Feldhake   

Our baby item display 

mailto:janete9@charter.net


13 

TREASURER’S CORNER 
 

Here is our district financial record for the year 2020 (1/1/2020 – 12/31/2020): 
Our District Pledge was $56,000.00, and our Actual was $39,623.00. 
Emma Norton Pledge was $10,000.00, and our Actual was $10,000.00. 
 

Our district financials for 2021 (1/1/2021 – 12/31/2021) are: 
District Pledge is $58,000.00. 
Emma Norton Pledge is $12,000.00. 
A&MD Expenses are budgeted at $9,950.00. 
 

Hi River Valley District, 
 

Hope everyone is surviving this pandemic with your thoughts held high.  Also hope all 
are staying healthy.    
 

Since we won’t be meeting in person at our Spring Gathering, we thought it would be nice to still collect our 
offering as though we were meeting in person.  Our offering will go for UMW mission work.   
 

Please mail your check (no cash) made payable to River Valley District UMW to me at: 
Deborah Jensen 
6304 30th Ave NW 
Rochester MN 55901 
 

I’m hoping we will have a great turn-out at our Spring Gathering on Zoom.  If you are not able to attend, please  
consider sending an offering. 
 

I also want to let everyone know that my time as District Treasurer will be complete at the end of this year.  
Given this, please begin thinking if this would be something that would interest you.  I have had an interesting 
time being the treasurer but have other ideas to be able to commit to in the future.  Thank you for letting me 
have the pleasure for being in this position being new to Minnesota. 
 

Submitted by Deborah Jensen, 

RV District Treasurer 

2021 Mission u and Mission u Too 
for United Methodist Women of the Minnesota Conference 

2021 Spiritual Growth Study: Bearing Witness in the Kin-dom: Living into the Church’s Moral Witness through 

Radical Discipleship 
 

2020-2021 Spiritual Growth Study:  Finding Peace in an Anxious World 
 

2021 Issue Study:  Pushout: The Criminalization of Black Girls in Schools 

 

 

 

Deborah Jensen 
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United Methodist Women 

River Valley District 

SPRING GATHERING 

Saturday, April 24th 

10:00am-12:30pm 

- via ZOOM - 

BRENDA BLAIR will update us on Project Mondema in Sierra Leone.  Brenda spoke to 
us at our RVD Annual Meeting in Rochester (Sept. 2019).    

Current Needs for the Project Mondema are: money to purchase tile for each class-
room, and white board markers (she often takes these with her).  Also money for the 
first graduation ceremony in 2021!  Monetary donation checks can be made payable 
to “River Valley District UMW” with note “Project Mondema” in the memo and sent 
to our Treasurer, Deb Jensen, BY MAY 5th.   
See the Sierra Leone Foundation for New Democracy website at:  www.slfnd.org 

In lieu of our usual Emma Norton Tea & Emma Norton 
Paper Products Collection at an in-person Spring Gathering, 

please consider these opportunities to give: 
FUNDS:   

Checks for EMMA NORTON: make payable to “River Valley District UMW” & note 
“Emma Norton” in the memo.  Mail to our Treasurer, Deb Jensen. 

PAPER PRODUCTS & WELCOME BASKETS: 
These items can be dropped off at Stewartville UMC or contact Barb Payne, our 

ENS Representative, as she’s willing to take the Hwy 52 route to St. Paul  
& could meet people with these product donations on her way north to Emma 

Norton.  Barb can be reached at 507-273-8637 or chamois09@gmail.com. 

ERIN MARCKS will give us a presentation about the Art and Soul Program, a non-
profit program sponsored by the First United Methodist Church of Red Wing, MN. The 
program is dedicated to impacting individuals who are incarcerated at the Goodhue 
County Adult Detention Center (GCADC) in Red Wing.  Art and Soul benefits the in-
mates in the following ways: increasing self-esteem, self-awareness, building relation-
ships within units, relieving stress, promoting safe self-expression, teaching and learn-
ing from each other, appropriate emotional expression and regulation. Art and Soul 
has also positively impacted the lives of the volunteers and staff at GCADC.  Pre-
pandemic, two to four volunteers used art-making on a weekly basis to benefit the 
inmates in the above-mentioned positive ways. On average, Art and Soul served 15 
inmates per week.  
**Have a piece of printer paper and a pen or pencil at your side to do some art with 
Erin during her presentation to us!**    

River Valley District 
UMW Treasurer: 

 

Deb Jensen  
6304 30th Ave NW 

Rochester MN 55901 

Registration form 

on page 15 

******************************* 

******************************* 

Erin Marcks 

Registration form 

on page 15 

Brenda Blair 
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River Valley District United Methodist Women 

SPRING GATHERING 2021 

 Saturday, April 24, 2021          10:00am-12:30pm 

REGISTRATION FORM  Due by April 15 
 

There is no fee to attend this meeting, but you must supply an email address 

to receive the invitation to the ZOOM meeting and meeting materials. 

 

  Please fill out the following information and mail or email it BEFORE April 15, 2021 to: 

  Sharon Dougherty 

  14150 Woodchuck Trl 

  Prior Lake, MN 55372 

  Email:  sdsrdoughety@gmail.com 

  Questions?  Call Sharon at 612-280-2103 

 

  Please PRINT legibly 

 

  First Name ______________________________________________________________________ 

  Last Name ______________________________________________________________________ 

  Phone number __________________________________________________________________ 

  Email address ___________________________________________________________________ 

  Local Unit Name _________________________________________________________________ 

  Local Unit Church ________________________________________________________________ 

  Local Unit City ___________________________________________________________________ 

  Local / District Officer? ____________________________________________________________ 

  Office Held   _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Be sure to join this fabulous opportunity to connect with your UMW sisters from our district. 

 

If you don’t have email, you are welcome to invite a friend or family member 

to register their email and then communicate all of the information to you.   

You can even access the ZOOM meeting by telephone! 
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River Valley District – Minnesota 

Sharon Dougherty 

Communications Coordinator 

14150 Woodchuck Trl  

Prior Lake, MN 55372 

 

Address Services Requested 

Keep up with United Methodist Women in these ways: 
www.mnconfumw.com – for events, District Connections & The Fresh Connection 

www.unitedmethodistwomen.org – for news, events & inspiration 

www.facebook.com – Minnesota United Methodist Women 

www.facebook.com – United Methodist Women 

www.twitter.com/UMWomen – for daily post on mission focus  

www.pinterest.com/UMWomen – pin with other followers on United Methodist Women 

www.youtube.com/user/UMWomen – watch current UMW videos 

www.flickr.com/photos/UMWomen and www.instagram.com/UMWomen --  

find thousands of inspiring photos 

 

The LINK is published twice a year and is distributed free of charge. 

 

For address changes or name deletions, subscription requests or to submit an article/photo,  

please contact Sharon Dougherty, River Valley Communications Coordinator, 

at sdsrdougherty@gmail.com or 612-280-2103. 
 


